A   LONG   FAREWELL

to-day, as one who is spent in body and spirit; and I saw him
almost trembling, whilst he sat to talk with me: and the child
playing and babbling about us, Abdullah bade him be still, for he
could not bear it. I entreated him to forget whatsoever inquietude
my coining to Aneyza had caused him; he made no answer.

It was now evening; and Sleyman arrived, upon a thelul, with
his little son. He was riding-by to the caravan menzil, and would
speak the last words with his kinsman, who lent him money for
this traffic. Abdullah called to him, to set down the child; and
take up Khalil and his bags*-I mounted with Sleyman; and we
rode through a breach of the town wall, which bounded Ken-
neyny^s tillage. Abdullah walked thus far with us: and here we
drew bridle to take leave of him: I gave hearty tharJcs, with the
Semitic blessings; and bade this gentle and beneficent son of
Temim a long farewell. He stood sad and silent: the infirm man's
mortal spirit was cut off {Cruel stars!) from that Future, where-
fore he had travailed-and which we should see! . . .

We went on riding an hour or two in that hoUow roadway worn
in the Nefud, by which I had once journeyed in the night-rime
in the way to Khubbera. It was dark when we came to the
caravan menzil; where Sleyman hailed his drivers, that had
arrived before us, with the loads. They brought us to our place
in the camp; which, for every fellowship, is where they have
alighted and couched their camels. Here was a coffee fire3 and
I saw Sleymkn's goat-skins of samn (which were twenty-four or
one ton nearly) laid by in order: four of them, each of fifteen sah
(of el-Kasim)3 are a camel's burden, worth thirty reals, for which
they looked to'receive sixty inMecca.-Many persons from Aneyza
were passing this last night in the camp with their outfaring
friends and brethren. This assembling place of the Mecca kafily
is by the outlying palms 'Auhdlan* where are said to be certain
ancient causes hewn in the sand-rackl I only then heard of it, and time
was not left me to search out the truth in the matter.
-But now first I learned, that no one in the caravan was gping
to Jidda! they were all for Mecca. Abdullah d-Kenacyny had
271